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Chapter 8 ~ Paragraphs
Ooo0o0dao

A paragraph is a group of sentences that relate to a topic. Paragraphs are
the basic unit of writing in English and in Japanese. They allow the writer to
elaborate on an idea. (English and Japanese paragraphs sometimes have
different rules.) DODODODODODODODODODODODODNODNODODNODODO0ODN
000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000(MO000
000000000000000000000000000)

Exercise 1

Read the following paragraph and answer the questions.oooooooooo
00000000000

Lee
[l I'm going to tell you about one of my friends, Lee, from Korea. ?He’s a tall, slim,
handsome man with a lot of black hair. *He’s about twenty-five years old. “Earlier in
his life he spent a lot of time traveling around his country, playing for his supper.
SHe's also spent a few years in the army. All young men in his country have to do
that. "He enjoys playing music (guitar and piano) and talking to people in pubs.
8Now, he wants to become a sound technician. °® He's been a friend of mine for 2

years. (98 words)

The topic of this paragraph is “my friend, Lee, from Korea”. It describes
him. All the sentences are about him. In this paragraph the first sentence
introduces the topic. Sentences 2 - 8 are discussion sentences. The last
sentence is a conclusion sentence. Essays and books have an introduction,
discussion and conclusion, too. This is useful to remember when you start
summarizing later in this book. 0000000000000 “my friend, Lee, from Korea”
0D0”Lee”’ 0000000000000 0000000000000000000000000000D0DOO
00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
0000000000000000000000000000000000000

Look at the paragraph about Lee again. There are several topics within it
relating to him. 000O0Leen 000000000 ODODODODODODOD0O000000000000

Write it Right!



1. Which sentences are about Lee’s appearance?

2. Which sentences are about what he has done?

3. Which sentences are about what he likes to do?

Exercise 2

If we elaborate, the topics can be expanded into paragraphs to make an
essay. Start new paragraphs on a new line. The first sentence is usually
indented. For example: 0oooooooo0ooo0000000000000000000000
00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
0000000000000

Lee
[J I'm going to tell you about my friend, Lee, from Korea. He’s a good friend of
mine and | think his story is interesting.
[l He's atall, slim man with a lot of black hair. He’s about twenty-five. He usually
wears quite ordinary clothes, but he also wears very large baseball shoes.
[J He used to travel around Korea a lot when he was younger and play music for
people so that he had money and food. He also spent a few years in the army. All
young men in his country have to do that.
[1 He enjoys music and plays the piano and the guitar. He also enjoys talking to
people in pubs in Australia. Now, he is studying to become a sound technician.

[1 Lee has been a good friend of mine for two years. We met in a pub. Since then

I've learned a lot about him and his country. He's always an interesting, amusing

person to talk with. (164 words)

1. How many paragraphs are there?

2. What does the first one do?

3. What’s the second one about?

4. What’s the third one about?

5. What's the last paragraph about?




Chapter 8

Exercise 3

Read the following paragraphs and say which sentences are the
introduction, discussion and conclusion. 00000000000 O000000O0O0O000
000000000000000000000000000

Personality

1A person’s personality is their repertoire of behavior. 2It is how they act in
different situations. 3For example, some people have a limited repertoire and are
quiet and thoughtful. “They may be fairly

predictable. *On the other hand, others are loud

and out-going. ®They have a wide variety of
expressions and we sometimes say they have ‘a lot of personality’. “You can't

always tell how they will react. @ Maybe they’ll laugh, maybe they’ll cry. °A person’s

personality is often what we remember about them most. (86 words)

repertoire 000000 thoughtfulDO OO predictable 00000 react000O0O

1. Which sentence(s) is the introduction? Numbers

2. Which sentence(s) is the discussion? Numbers

3. Which sentence(s) is the conclusion? Numbers

Vegetable casserole

1 Everyone knows vegetables are good for you. 2 But a recipe that makes them
enjoyable to eat is important. *Vegetable casserole is easy to make if you follow
these steps. “First, slice two potatoes, an onion, an egg- plant or mushrooms and
some chicken.*Layer them in a oven dish with cheese, salt, pepper, some oregano
and butter.6Then cover the dish and bake it for about 15 minutes. “The juices of the
vegetables will combine to make a delicious sauce. 8ln a short time, with very little
preparation, you will have a succulent dish of healthy vegetables ready to eat.

(99 words)

Write it Right!



layer 000D 0O0OO0OOOOO0O succulent00O0O0O0OOOOOO

4. Which sentence(s) is the introduction? Numbers

5. Which sentence(s) is the discussion? Numbers

6. Which sentence(s) is the conclusion? Numbers

Exercise 4

Use the models above to write one paragraph about something you have
recently read or watched on TV or seen at the cinema. Check with your
teacher if you are not sure what to do. Write about 8 sentences. Include
sentences that introduce, discuss and conclude the paragraph. Remember to
keep to just one topic and don’t try to include too much. Write on every
second line. 00000 OOODODOODOOOOOODODOO00000000000000000000
00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
oooooooo

Make your paragraphs clear. Start new paragraphs on a new line. The
first sentence is usually indented (O set in a few spaces). t0oooODO0O00000
0000 0D00000000000000000000000000000000




